Trends In Amplification
From the Editor Just 4 years ago I welcomed readers back to Trends in Amplification after a short hiatus that followed a change of publisher and the departure of Michael Valente, PhD, the previous editor-in-chief. During these years, we have been fortunate to have several excellent issues authored by many of the leaders in the area of hearing aids, cochlear implants, and assistive listening devices. We have also introduced a few changes, including multi-article issues and point-counter point issues. This year we gained the distinction of being listed in Index Medicus, making identification of a specific issue much easier.
With this issue I am letting the readership know of one more change: I am stepping down as editor-in-chief and am very pleased to announce that Arlene C. Neuman, PhD, of the City University of New York, will be taking over the chief editor responsibilities in 2005. I will let Dr Neuman introduce herself in detail in 2005, but I am quite sure Trends readers will benefit from having such a distinguished and talented individual in the editorship role.
In this final issue of 2004, I am again pleased to welcome King Chung, PhD, back to continue her discussion of challenges and recent developments in hearing aids. Dr Chung has been an assistant professor in the Purdue University Department of Audiology and Speech Sciences since August 2003 and continues her work in hearing aid technology.
In the last issue, Dr Chung tackled the large and complex problem of background noise and the benefits and limitations of hearing aid technologies aimed at combating this problem. Dr Chung continues in this issue by discussing feedback and the occlusion effect, two problems with solutions in apparent opposition. However, recent advances in hearing aid signal processing have the potential to lead to potentially dramatic improvements in the reduction of feedback combined with potential reductions in occlusion. Dr. Chung discusses the state of the art in hearing aid shell technology, including selected laser sintering and stereo lithographic apparatus and other recent developments such as those in hearing aid transducers and telecoils; as well as input dependent amplification schemes, openplatform programming options, rechargeable hearing aids, ear-level FM receivers, wireless Bluetooth FM systems, wireless programming, and application of advanced hearing aid technologies to other devices such as cochlear implants, hearing protectors, and cellular phones.
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